L))
B
Sy
<
o
-
ﬁ
>
O
99




—(EFTFF)RRES,

A long time ago.there was an emperor. He had a
beautiful 1 . In the garden, there was a little
nightingale(#X %) singing very beautifully.

One day, the emperor heard about this little
bird’s beautiful 2 . He asked his guards to bring
her to him. When the emperor heard the nightingale’s
voice, he said, “Put her 3 a golden cage, so she

can stay and sing for me whenever 1 want to hear her, ”
The little bird was so unhappy about being kept
‘ in the cage that she stopped 4 one day. The em-

~ peror was very angry. He ordered the scientists in
| his palace to make a robot bird for him. The bird
Y could sing very beautifully, 5 . The emperor was
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pleased.

Soon the robot bird became old. It no longer
sang beautiful songs. Just at that time, the emperor
was 1ll and he became very weak. One morning.,
while 6  in bed, the emperor wanted it to sing
once 7 . But the robot bird 8 sing any more.
Suddenly,the nightingale landed on the window. She

began to sing her most beautiful song. The emperor
was very happy! He became 9 each day.
After the emperor was well, he changed a lot and

became kind 10 his people. From then on, all
his people cherished(ZZ#}) him for his love and kind-
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( )1, A, park B. house C. garden D. door
( )2. A. noise  B. voice C.sound D. noisy
( )3. A.1n B. on C. for D. from
( )4. A. to sing B. sing
C. sings D. singing
( )5. A. also B. so C. too D. either
( )6. A. jumping B. standing
C. lying D. running
)7. A.again  B. two C. second D. twice |
)8. A. can B. could
C.don't D. couldn’t

)9. A. weaker and weaker
B. taller and taller
C. better and better




D. younger and younger
( )10. A. at B. to . on D.in
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English has some apologetic terms (& 7~ #k & 1
FH1E). It seems that they mean the same thing. They
almost do. However, what’s the difference between
“Pardon”“I'm sorry”“Excuse me” and “What”?
Pardon
Americans don’t really use “pardon”. If you do,
‘ they will probably joke that you’re trying to sound

pretentious (YJZ# HY) or joke that you're British.
I’'m sorry
‘ We often use “I'm sorry” for past events. That’s
| to say,it is generally used to apologize for something



you have already done. For example, if you step on
someone’s foot on a crowded bus,you would say “I'm
sorry’ or “sorry’.

Excuse me

This is generally a term to ask permission (1)
for something. For example, you're walking through
a crowded space and someone 1s In your way. You
would say “excuse me” to ask him to move out of
your way.

What

Americans usually use it to ask someone to re-
peat himself. If you want to be politer,you could say,
“I'm sorry,what was that?”or “Excuse me, what did
you say?” or any other such thing. Most Americans

4



will just say “What?” though.

In our daily life, we can also use these terms by
mixing them up. You could.,for example,ask someone
to move by saying “Sorry,would you mind moving?”
It’s an extra polite way to make your request.
ARG R SC N 2T, [B1 25T 51 [m]

1. Who say “pardon” more often, Americans or the
British?

2. Which term is used for future events according to
the passage?

3. When do Americans usually say “What”?
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“Sorry” 1s a word that people in Britain often

say in their daily life.

One day while I was w1 on the street, a
young man ran by hurriedly, brushing (3 #%) against
my handbag. He continued his way, but turned
b 2 and said “sorry” to me. Even in a rush, he
didn’tf 3 to say “sorry”. One day,after I bought
some bananas. the shopkeeper was passing me the
change,but I wasn’t ready for it and a coin dropped
onto the ground. “Sorry, Madam,” he said w 4
! bending(Z ) to pick it up. I was' s 5  why he
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said “sorry” to me. Another time, I stepped on a
mans f 6 at the entrance to a cinema. At the

same time,we b 7  said “sorry”.

Slowly,I got to know that when something un-
pleasant happens in daily life, the British don’t
c 8 much about who is wrong. If someone is in
trouble,a “sorry” is always n 9 . Perhaps that is

w 10 I seldom see people quarrel on the buses or
streets 1n Britain.

2 3.

5. 6.

8. 9.




